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CHAPTER XII THE AMERICAN RAILROAD PROBLEM During the
last fifty years the railroad has perhaps been most familiar to
the American people as a problem. As a problem it has figured
constantly in politics and has held an important position in
many political campaigns. The details that comprise this
problem have been indicated to some extent in the preceding
pages -- the speculative character of much railroad building, the
rascality of some railroad promoters, the corrupting influence
which the railroad has too frequently exerted in legislatures and
even in the courts. The attempts to subject this new monster to
government regulation and control have furnished many of the
liveliest legislative and judicial battles in American history.
Farmers, merchants, manufacturers, and the traveling public
have all had their troubles with the transportation lines, and the
difficulties to which these struggles have given rise have...
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