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memorable in all time to come, in the history of our country. The great Union of the United States, which was
formed by our forefathers, and cemented by their best blood, was dissolved. A grand Confederation was
established in the South, composed of the slave-holding States, and they, thus separated from the Northern
States, formed a Republic of their own, under the name of the Confederate States of America. The Union of
these States then composed one of the greatest nations of the earth. The United States was known wherever
civilization had found its way, as the glorious land of liberty - the asylum for the oppressed, and the home for
the stranger. But this happy state of peace and prosperity was brought suddenly to an end, by a sectional spirit
which arose in the North in regard to slavery, an institution peculiar only to the Southern States. In 1856, a
party was formed in the North, known as the Black Republicans. The principles of this party was an entire
abolition of slavery in the United States. John C. Fremont was nominated on their sectional ticket for President,
and received a considerable vote, but was defeated. In 1860, their number had increased to an alarming rate.
Three Presidential candidates being in the field opposed to their principles, Abraham Lincoln, of Illinois, was
elected President of the United States by this party. The principles of the Black...
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