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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Familiar Hale, an Attempt to Show by What
Standards, of Age, Appearance and Character the Proposed Statue to Nathan Hale for the Campus of Yale
College Should Be Judged In response to a request for a preface to the proposed reprint of The Familiar Hale
there are a number of phases of the subject on which the writer would like to comment, but he thinks he cannot
do better, within the limitations of a preface, than to confine himself to one point and call attention to what
appears to be the earliest poem which was inspired by the capture and death of Nathan Hale. These verses by
an unknown writer are, indeed, perhaps, the earliest posthumous reference to Hale in existence. It must have
struck any student of the life of Hale that there are singularly few references to his death by contemporaries.
This poem was included in Frank Moore s Songs and Ballads of the Revolution, in which it is credited to the year
1776, but no one, as far as | am aware, has made any serious effort to discover who wrote the poem, and when
and where it first appeared. It is not unlikely that it formed an old broadside and that some collection of
broadsides may be found to contain it. Mr. Edmund Wetmore, the President of the Sons of the Revolution,
himself a lawyer of distinction and a close student of our Revolutionary history, ventures the suggestion that
the poem may have unsuspected evidential value as bearing upon the manner of Hale s capture and death.
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