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counteract the command of God to our first parents, to increase
and multiply. This Parliament held it to be sinful to wear amulets
to preserve from witchcraft; and that this practice might not be
continued within its jurisdiction, drew up a form of exorcism,
which would more effectually defeat the agents of the devil, and
put them to flight. A case of witchcraft, which created a great
sensation in its day, occurred in 1588, at a village in the
mountains of Auvergne, about two leagues from Apchon. A
gentleman of that place being at his window, there passed a
friend of his who had been out hunting, and who was then
returning to his own house. The gentleman asked his friend what
sport he had had; upon which the latter informed him that he
had been attacked in the plain by a large and savage wolf,
which he had shot at, without wounding; and that he had then
drawn out his hunting-knife and cut off the animal s fore-paw,
as it sprang upon his...
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