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21. We are one with the millions who, having partaken of a common joy, this day partake of a common grief.
The nations heart is throbbing through our hearts. The past week has come and gone like a wondrous dream,
yet a momentous reality. What other ever brought such vicissitudes, what other will have left such ineffaceable
memories? No sooner had the last Lord s day passed with us quietly, though pleasantly stirred as by ripples of
the wave of joy that had just rolled over the land with the tidings of victory from Richmond and Peters burg,
than Monday brought another and higher surge of joy from the surrender of the chief rebel army; and so the
week began with the ringing of bells, and roar of cannon, and waving of banners, and processions, prayers,
addresses, and every spontaneous signal of patriotic hilarity, fitly crowned at night with such illumination as
never flashed through our quiet village before. Then yesterday, with the last day of the same week, there came
upon us, and upon our whole land yet palpitating with its new hope and courage, a stroke of sorrow so sharp,
so sudden, so appalling, that we were as if stunned. Instead of our jubilant thanksgiving, we stood in silent
wondering sorrow. The bells that had rung out so merrily tolled in lament. Our beloved flags were draped...
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