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indexed. Not illustrated. 1861 Excerpt: .of lunettes, or square redoubts, flanked by retired redans; with cavalry
epaulnients in rear. Fig. 54. Shows the plan and profiles of General Bosnut Line. np in rear of the i arks,
immediately assumes the offensive, and, by a vigorous advance movement, charges the enemy in turn, relying
on the works to cover its retreat if driven back. 213. In every combination of this nature the flanks are the weak
points; they should rest, if practicable, on some unassailable point, as a marsh, river, c.; otherwise very strong
works should be thrown up for their protection. 214. It has been proposed, by some writers, to throw up several
lines of detached works for the defence of a position; so that the troops in the first line may retreat under cover
of the second, and so on. This arrangement, in the first place, can seldom be made, without weakening the
order of battle, and therefore weakening the defence, by too great a dissemination of the troops. Moreover, in
works of great extent there never can be that concert, which is so essential to a vigorous defence, from the
impracticability to direct it properly. The troops, destined to act offensively against the enemy if repulsed, are
too far in the rear to be brought up in time; and the ground being greatly cut up, by such a multiplication of
works, will render the manoeuvres slow and difficult. Besides, a very capital objection in war, the time and
labor...
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