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Technological innovations -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 One particular place where this Committee and
NHTSA will need to work together carefully is on CAFE standards. As you know, the CAFE program is intended to
reduce Americas dependence on foreign oil. But, its effect has been to distort the car market, provide some
companies with a competitive advantage, while punishing others. As we work to improve the CAFE system, it is
important that we make it a fair and equitable system. The current system fails this test, and automakers in my
home state of Michigan have paid the price. We also must be careful to avoid needlessly overloading the
industry with arbitrary guidelines at a time where it is aggressively expanding the availability of a variety of
alternative fuel vehicles, and advanced technology vehicles like hybrids and advanced clean diesels. Finally, as
you discuss CAF with your colleagues at NHTSA and with Members of Congress, | would encourage you to keep
in mind the need for programs like the current credits for the production of alternative fuel vehicles. But most
importantly, | would remind you of the importance of safety. To that end, we must work cooperatively with all
involved in the auto industry to improve road and auto safety. In particular, we must continue to work to
incentivize the deployment of advanced safety technology, and we must also work to make sure that we as a
government are accurately measuring the effectiveness of this technology. Mr. Chairman, thank you again for
holding todays hearing. R TEARNS. M. S | thank the gentleman. If there are no further...
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