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hundred ninety-three, public acts of nineteen hundred seventeen, the following report of the Michigan Budget
Commission of Inquiry is respectfully submitted to you: Organization of the Commission: Following your
appointment of the commission and pursuant to your call, the commission, consisting of Joseph W. O Brien of
Grand Haven, Charles D.Thompson of Bad Axe, Dana H. Hinkley of Petoskey, O. C. Tompkins of Lansing, and
George Lord of Detroit, met with you and Auditor General Fuller, ex-officio members, at the state capitol on July
11th, 1917, and formally organized by electing yourself Chairman; Commissioner C.D. Thompson, Vice-
Chairman, and Commissioner George Lord, Secretary. Your designation of Commissioner Thompson as special
investigator was later confirmed by the commission. Powers and Duties: As expressed in the title of the creative
statute, the commission was created to investigate and report upon the general financial system of this state
insofar as it relates to the appropriation, control and expenditure of moneys for the support of state
departments, boards, commissions and offices, and to investigate, report upon, and recommend legislation
necessary to establish a budget system. The act charges the commission with the duty of making a thorough
survey and investigation of the financial system of the state and of the general affairs of the several activities of
the state government, for the purpose of ascertaining facts relative to the business and financial administration
and the degree of efficiency and economy maintained in the expenditure of moneys appropriated; of
investigating and ascertaining the facts relative to the...
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