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. . 11 gency preparedness and how do we move forward from this inci-dent. This community has done battle on
the gridiron on the steel mills industry and certainly, with Mother Nature. No matter what is seemingly thrown
at this community, it rises to the occasion. But this recent battle with Mother Nature, this is one game that no
one saw in the schedule. One lesson that we all must take away from this is that we must be prepared.
Ironically, weeks prior to the July 5th flood, our chamber, in conjunction with our 911 center, and Wes Hill, the
director, who is here this morning, began work-ing with the Pittsburgh Regional Business Coalition for
Homeland Security and Region 13 task force to identify and catalog business assets, including trucks, pumps,
warehouse space and subject mat-ter experts. Our emergency responders would call upon these as-sets in
times of need. I applaud the SBA for its informative web site and information regarding emergency
preparedness. The Institute of Business and Home Safety web site also includes a section called Open for Busi-
ness that includes the kind of things a small business should con-sider in preparing for a disaster and it can be
found at www. ibhs. org. As a chamber and SBA, we need to encourage small business owners to develop a
disaster preparedness plan. Just as important as developing - it is just as important as developing a business
plan. Having a disaster plan in...
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